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AN EXPLANATION: 


\ 


I'm sure a lot of you are wondering why there's a PIED PIPER 
COMICS logo on this long delayed NEW HUMANS™ #1. Yes, there's a 
reason for it, and a lot of it is a little hard to explain. But I'm just going to 


Last spring, I was first approached by David Campiti about writing 
EX-MUTANTS™, which was then to be titled Young Ex-Mutant Samurai 
Humans. Despite some reservations about the dumb title and silly concept, 
T took the job. 

At the time, David was working with Brian Marshall at Eternity 
Comics. They were financed by Scott Rosenberg, the owner of Sunrise 
Distribution. Perhaps David should have had more reservations. There 
was nothing really illegal or immoral about Rosenberg owning a comic 
book company, but with all the secrecy he demanded, there were times we 
could hardly help feeling there was something shady about it 

EX-MUTANTS #1 finally appeared in August, and around that time 
\ serious problems cropped up among Campiti, Marshall, and some 
\ 


tell you what happened, not the official story, not any doctored version 
designed to make me or any one else look better. 


creators. At that point, Rosenberg separated them, and set each up with 
his own companies. 


/ The split-up resulted in the creation of AMAZING COMICS and 
\ | WONDER COLOR COMICS, led by David. Brian Marshall was left with 
\\ { Eternity, and a new company called Imperial 

SS It was, at times, almost a competition with Eternity, a contest to see 


who could put out the most books and make the most money. I'm not going 
to judge who the winner was, but I will say that I never regretted my 
decision to leave Eternity. 

For the next several months, I worked in the Campiti & Associates 
offices as an associate editor for Wonder and Amazing, as well as writing 
EX-MUTANTS and several other titles. At first, everything went very 
well 

But then, payments stopped coming on time, then finally at all 
Money for office expenses didn't come either, and Scott Rockwell, our art 
director and my roommate, and I, each went several weeks without salary. 
Then, on several occasions, there was interference with our editorial 
decisions. 

Finally, the situation became intolerable. Rumors surfaced concerning 
plans to dump our company and pirate our projects away. 

So we're making as clean a break as possible, and we'll continue our 
efforts to see everyone he owes money to, including David Campiti, Ron 
Lim, Tim Dzon and me, and other creators and creditors as well, are paid. 

As for me, I'm sort of out of work, because my associate editor 
position is gone, but I'll still be writing these books, as well a8 working on 
some color books I hope to see out this summer. It's been a great time, and 


I don't regret a minute of this. Be 
Caen 
Iw 
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SEND YOUR LETTERS TO: 


2405 WARWOOD AVENUE, WHEELING, WV 26003 


Looks like it’s that time again, 
so let's jump right into the old 
Mutated Mailbag and see what 
pops out at us. First up is the.of- 
ficial ‘Take that, Scott Rockwell” 
letter of the month... 


Dear Dave, 

I've just finished reading EX- 
MUTANT #3 for the third time, 
and | want to thank you for a great 
issue and what looks like a great 
series. It's refreshing to see a 
comic that has originality, especi- 
ally with all of the copycatting be- 
ing done this year. 

My favorite things about the 
book are its humor and its real= 
ism. | like seeing a character wor- 
rying about a sunburn, brushing 
her hair, or starting a food fight. 
Unfortunately, too many comics 
resort to lots of fight scenes. 
Thankfully, you keep those to a 
minimum. 

Just keep up the good work 
and people will start copying you. 

My only complaint with #3 is 
the cover. Why do you have to call 
them ‘‘Young Ex-Mutant Samurai 
Humans?” | am sick to death with 
the endless regurgitation what- 
ever-age-warrior-animals. Please 
keep that reference off the cover. 

Stephen Ferder 
11 Richard Avenue 
N. Merrick, NY 11566 


P.S. | agree completely with 
what you said about Erin in the 
letter column in #3. 


A man with taste. See that, 
Rockwell? | told ya! Keep yer 
stinkin’ blurb offa my cover! But 
noooo — you just had to throw it 
on there the minute my back was 


turned! Now they hate it — they 
hate you! And it’s just the sort of 
fate that mutant scum like you 
deserve! 

Seriously, our ace art director 
Scott Rockwell (to say nothing of 
his being my roommate and my 
co-scripter on the incredibly off- 
the-wall wonder color super-team 
series, The Lunatic Fringe and | 
have been arguing about the blurb 
ever since | saw it pasted up on 
the cover. He insisted | had no 
sense of humor; | insisted he de- 
served to die. 

You be the judge. 

(Why do | just know he’s go- 
ing to get even with me when he 
pastes up this page?) 

Thanks for the kind words, 
Stephen. The last thing | ever 
wanted to do is endlessly regurg- 
itate other people’s ideas, and 
happy to hear that we haven't 
been doing that. 

You've got lots of company 
agreeing with me about Erin being 
the Ex-Mutant most like to en- 
courage impure thoughts. David 
Campiti, Scott, and even Ram- 
bunctious Ron are with us on that 
one! 

Next up, the official ‘‘There Is 
Life Beyond Marvel” letter of the 
month... 


Dear Mutaters, 

Vil tell you the truth. | don’t 
normally read comic books unless 
they are put out by a ‘‘Marvelous”’ 
comics group. All of the black and 
white comic books with stupidly 
long titles were just a fad | hoped 
would pass. 

Well, | was at a local comic 
book convention when something 
on one of the tables caught my 


eye. It was a bagged copy of EX- 
MUTANTS #1, priced at $10. 
Next to it were unbagged copies 
of EX-MUTANTS #2.. 
| asked the man behind the 
table and he explained the rarity 
of the comic in Canada. | saw at 
other tables they were charging 
up to $17 for it. Not being one to 
Pass up a good deal, | went back 
and bought it 
I'm glad | did. It’s one amaz- 
ing comic. The art is among the 
best. The stories are great. Not 
too long, not too violent, not to 
wimpish. They are gutsy and dar- 
ing without going overboard. 
| hope to see some graphic 
novels, posters, and other para- 
phernalia. | think this will be 
Amazing Comics’s most success- 
ful title 
Olvier Gross 
824 Fleming 
Ottawa, Ontario 
Canada 


Glad we helped you discover 
a good comic is a good comic, 
regardless of whether or not -it 
says ‘‘Marvel”’ on the cover. But 
$10?? Ye Gods! Buy the reprint, 
already! 

And as for EX-MUTANTS 
posters, graphic novels, and 
Paraphernalia — boy, are you 
gonna be a happy camper! Com- 
ing up in the next few months are 
EX-MUTANTS FULL-COLOR 
POSTER #1, by Ron and Tim, the 
EX-MUTANTS/RON LIM COLOR 
PIN-UP BOOK, and a full-color 
EX-MUTANTS GRAPHIC NOVEL, 
with painted color by Ron Court- 
ney. In this business, the colorist 
can be an under-rated and all- 


important part of a book's suc- 
cess, and we're excited to have 
one as fine as Ron aboard. 


Dear Sirs, 

| just wanted to let you know 
how much | enjoy EX-MUTANTS. 
| almost passed it up, thinking it 
was just another black & white 
comic, but thanks to great word- 
of-mouth publicity, | went out and 
bought all three issues. 

The first thing | noticed was 
the excellent characterization 

| was immediately caught up 
in the story and could feel Dr. 
Cugat’s joy as the Ex-Mutants 
emerged in the first issue. Even 
the supporting characters like 
Zack are handled as well as the 
leads. 

The artwork is excellent also, 
and | hope you can keep these 
guys around a long time. I've 
seen Tim Dzon’s work before, 
and it seems he’s becoming 
well-known 

I'm looking forward to the 
NEW HUMANS , but I'm concern- 
ed about whether you can main- 
tain such high quality and reading 
enjoyment on two titles. | certain- 
ly hope you can. 

I'm also looking forward to all 
the areas left to explore in this 
new world, and how the inhabit- 
ants will react to the Ex-Mutants. 
The possibilities are endless. 

Since you asked for com- 
ments about the use of drugs and 
alcohol in EX-MUTANTS #2 & #3, 
| think drugs and alcohol are 
harmful, and I’m against the use 
of either. But | don’t think any 
harm was done in the pages of 
EX-MUTANTS. You did show 
Belushi with a hangover, and 
coughing badly when experiment- 
ing with the pot. 

| wouldn’t want to see you 
use it in every issue, but at this 
point I don’t even think it’s worth 
mentioning. I’m confident you 
won't turn the Ex-Mutants into 
“party animals.” 

Keep up the great work 

Al Mindy 
315 W. Forest #103 
Round Lake, IL 60073 


Dear David, Ron, and Tim, 

Thanks for running my letter 
in‘EX-MUTANTS #3. It was a real 
honor. 


This book is turning out to be 
one of my favorites in a long time. 

| have a question: What is the 
bad scene you mentioned the last 
time? Is it that Angie likes Vikki? 
If so, what a storyline this is go- 
ing to be! 

And this is to Neal and Nan- 
cy Feldman — you two folks are 
real heroes. 

Yours truly, 

Brian P. Daly 

50 Rhode Island Drive 
Jackson, NJ 08527 


Angie likes Vikki?!? My god, 
Brian — even I'm not brave 
enough to try to pull off that one! 


And now, for the sheer un- 
mitigated heck of it, a sample of 
the early, and | hope not only, mail 
on EX-MUTANTS: THE SPECIAL 
EDITION #1... 


Dear Dave & Co. — 

| just got EX-MUTANTS: 
THE SPECIAL EDITION #1 and 
| thought I'd send you some com- 
ments about your great comic. 

First of all, | really enjoyed 
the extra scenes you added. Now 
the plot is even more confused 
than it was already! Who the heck 
is Norma Jean? Is she dead, be- 
ing unmutated, or what? 


\'m a little confused by the . 


pre-war scene with Doctor Alex 
Cugat and his wife. I’m assuming 
they didn’t have any chidlren, 
especially 3-eyed ones. Since he 
never saw her again, | assume he 
must have remarried, or a rea- 
sonable facsimile thereof. What 
was Mrs. Cugat’s name, anyway? 

And now, it’s time for sug- 
gestions to make this comic even 
better: 

Like Doc Cugat said, get the 
kids some more durable clothes. 
Also, get rid of the high heels! On 
the kind of rough ground the Ex- 
Mutants have been fighting on, 
they might break an ankle or 
something. 

How about some stories 
about the kids back when they 
were still mutants? 

What about mutant plants 
and animals? 


For the sake of my budget, 
could you try to lower the price a 
little? Even if you can’t, if you 
keep writing this great stuff, I'll 
keep buying it! 

R. Bain 
36 Erskine Drive 
Morristown, NJ 07960 


Well, if you keep buying it, !'l 
keep writing it. Sounds like a deal 
to me. 

As for your questions, your 
going to be seeing more of Norma 
Jean, starting with our very next 
issue, so | don't want to give too 
much away yet. 


As you saw last month, Dr. 
Cugat and his wife, Dr. Kelly 
Brock, are indeed Doc’s parents. 
So, yes, some of the survivors 
were genetically altered by the 
war. How, and why, will all be 
revealed in time. Or not. 

More durable clothes? Get rid 
of the heels? *Sigh* You don't 
have any idea how much that 
would depress the rambunctious 
one, and we do so like to keep 
Ron happy. Mutant plants are 
animals? Some, perhaps, but | 
don’t really want to create a situa- 
tion where every time I'm stumped 
for a story | have the Ex-Mutants 
kill a mutant turtle or something. 


- And! wish we could lower the 
price almost as much as you do. 


And that’s about it for this 
time. 

Till the sky that we look upon 
tumbles and falls and the moun- 
taih crumbles.to the sea... 

—David Lawrence 


